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The Athenian Mercury. 


Queft 1. Yo Had the Fortune to be joined in 
) Matrimony to 4 Man who bad 
another Wife and Children by ber, which I dif- 
covering bronght an Indittment againft him, 
and caft bim at the Old Bailey for bis Life, af- 
ser which | bege’d be might be Tran[ported, 
which was granted, fome time after Thad an 
account of bis death, and was. Married fome 
years after his [uppofes 
lived comfortably with bim for. above two years 
when I received a Letter from my firft Husband 
Courting me for my Company, and that | may 
goover Seas and live with bimy &c. Qitery, 
Which of the two ( tf both alive ) is my Real 
Husband ? Which of them ought T to follow, or 
ought | 20 fhun bath ? ark ae 
Anfw. The firft was not your Husband 
before God, he being another Womans at 
the fame time; for God can't be. the Au- 
thor of Adultery, nor cou'd he be { in the 
Eye of the Law ; being dead in Law before 
his Tranfportatjon, as alfo for that the Law 
had join’d him: to another before that, this 
confider’d, the laft Husband is nor at all con- 
sern’d in this Queftion no more than any o- 
ther Womans Husband; fo that the Que- 
rift can’c be a lefs, but muft fuppofe it both 
Ingratitude and Injuftice to leave her Jaft 
Husband. ; 
Queft.- 2. There.is « Friend of mine that 
bath kept a Houfe upwards of Twenty years, and 
never had any of thofe fore of Creatures called 
Crickets till within thefe few Weeks, they breed- 
ing in their Houfe, which is not near any Bake- 
* houfe, they being diffatisfied in the matter are 
defirous to have your Opinion herein, whether the 
Confequence thereof be good or evil? 
Anfw. There’s ing at all. inc bur 
what's Natural, read our former apets 
and you will find this fubjec particularly 
treated on. outed his 
Queft. 3. Gentlemen, 1 am afflittedin Body, 
andbave ufed many Medicines from Doétors,but 
in vain, 1 would now with a Godly Sorrow for 
fins paft, and a Refolurion of firitt Obedience to 
God for time to come, bumble my felf before 
him with Fafting and Prayer to have my affiitli- 
om removed: All this I know is neceffary for 
the obtaining fuch a Mercy from hims but I 
would know your Opinion, whether this, with, 
or without Sackcloth and Afhes, would be moft 
acceptable to God. . 
“Auf. God Almig delights a 
nocence not our ions. ——_Yon have 
his own word for it, viz. He doth’ not afflict 
willingly, nor grieve the Children of Men. 
Our Advice is this, Thac if your former 
sainftyour Neiehioour, "is tapos the La 
7 en, rour el or r, Cs SERS, - 
juries ee been either againft 1 Eftates 
of their Perfons, ifthe firft, a@tual Satif- 
faction muft bemade; if poflible, if not pof- 


ed death to another, and_ 


~~ 
Rav 


| 


fible, it muftbe defign'd, and déne ‘as. foon 
asable; if it be: againit their Perfons, ’tis 
either againft their Reputations of Bodies ; 
if the firft, 2 repafation muft be made. the 
fame way that the Injury was done; if a- 
gainft their Bodies, ais either by Death, 
Wounds, ec. or Unchafticy: In the firft, 
fatisfaction muft alfo be hiade as far as pofli- 
ble, ¢ tho’ we don’t’ believe'a Man-oblig’d 
to give himfelf up to che Law ) if -the laf, 
fach as are injur'd ought to be fifd unto for 
their pardon, and fuch’‘methods taken, if 
poffible, as may bring them alfo'to Repen- 
tance—— If the Sin be more inimediare- 
ly againft God, there’s no other way. but 
Humiliation , and feeking an Intereft in 
Chrift, who only is our Reconciliati 
God. ~ — We don’t believe ‘Sackclorh"and 
Athes abfolurely neceflary , they. are only 
outward Teftimonies of Repéntance, and 
not always real neither, God wants none of 
this, he looks at the Heart. Be frequent 
in Pfayer, and get the Prayers of the Church 
for you ; God car take off the trouble when 
he pleafes, if he delays, the readieft way to 
effec it is réfignation to his Will.’ ” 

Queft. “4. About a quarter of a year fince I 
troubled you with three Queries, which I then 
told you were the firft lever fent, one -of. them 
was about Mount Etna, / have carefully en- 
guired into the Mercuries and the Supplements, 
but cannot find what 1 fent to you, but abun- 
dance of pretty Love’ Quejtions Anfwered in a 
Weeks time, and feveral other fhadows below 
your Opinion, but perbaps I might over-look them. 
I fend you here another, and defire the favour 
of your Solution. A Fellow of a Colledge in 
Oxon about Twelve years ago made Love to 
Vertuous Young Woman, they agreed upon the 
Match with the Conxfent of Parents on both 
fides, whereupot he made a Solemn Contratt 
with her by a Sacred Proteftation to God fign'd 
with bis own Hand and Seal never to Marry. any 
before ber, but having no Benefice at that time, 
gave her a Bond of 5001. to Marry ber at the 
end of three years, which time fhe waited and 
refufed very good Matches, but the Adan imme- 
diately after broke his Vow to God, and Con- 


ryal in an Open Court of Equity, 

” Anfw. We hope Ibe hatin bandied 
if it be matter of Fact, and can alfo be 

: a Court of Equity (in o : 
on) will give her the Money, ifthe bufi 
nefs be not otherwife compounded, =~ 

_ Quel. 5. J dre your Thanh mam shat 
Scripture, — 1 Cor.11. 14, Doth not even . 
Nature it felf teach you that asa 
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long Hair-it isa thame to bim.] Wher 
aa that wear lang Hair ( a abundance now 
do) not only meer nominal Clriftians, but fuch 
«s ave Members -of p 6. bec: 
crerend to greater firittnefs in Religion than 
others: pobether (1 fay) thefe Perfons do not Sin 
ecainlt the Law of Nature.and Apoftolical Cen- 
‘ore. ov whether the Commonnefs of the Cuftom 
of wearing long Hair by Men can make it the 
cl: (ful, and-whether the pretence tha: it doth 
»- body harm unlofs the Parties themfelves, 
bath any weight in it, For I conceive, befides 
bat it a fin againft Nature, ( which I fup- 
pole doth therefore reach all Perfons, Times and 
Places.) It occafions an unneceffary Expence, 
and gratifies that corrupt Inclination to Pride 
of Apparel that is natarully in moft Men, but 
fure by Chriftians ought to be mortified ; befides 
if it bea finful Cuffom, or at leaft if. there be 
ground to fear or fulpett it to be fo, the prattice 
is fo much the more inexcufeable, becaufe there ws 
le{s Temptation to this Sin than to moft others, 
for thereis ( as'1 conceive ) neither profit nor 
pleafure in it, as is ufually [aid alfo of vain 
Swearing 5 or if this Scripture be not to be un- 
derftood according to the plain litter al fenfe of st, 
what orber tolerable fenfe can in reafon be made 
of it ? . 
i Anfw. ’Tis.an Error not.only of the Que- 
rifts, butof many more, to. take Shame for 
Sin ; there’s nothing can. be a Sim that does 
not oppofe fome Lam, but this oppofes, none, 
ergo, tis no Sin; it oppofes not the Law of 
God, being no where mention’d in it, nor 
the Law of Nature — For Men are Men, 
tho’ diverfify’d by Languages ; and we find 
that Hiftory makes mention of fome Nati- 
ons that wear their Hair extraordinary long, 
efpecially in fome parts of the Jndies, where 
the Inhabicants have their Hair above a yard 
long very commonly, whichthey Oyl, and 
bind it round their Head in Wreaths; a- 
ain the word /ong is indefinite as to.mea- 
ure, there is no fet limit to Mankind, and 
that which appears long to fome Ages is 
fhort in fom ifon to others; our Opinion 
is —- That Cuftomis the Rule, and he that 
by a fingularity affects the wearing of his 
air either long or fhorrer than what is 
worn by his Neighbours, thereby becomes 
Ridiculous, and a Ridiculous Action is the 
oper Object of Shame, which fhocks our 
ature, and this we take to be the mean- 
ing of St. Paul’s words, and not any thing 
that is finful. 

Quelt. 5.. Another Queftion I defire. your 
Solution of, 1s this, —- Whether or no ( as to 
thofe Creatures which God hath allowed ws to 
take away their Lives for our Fiod and Nourifh- 
ment ) it be not finful and wicked in Chriftians 
wilingly to put any of them to more pain than is 
abfolutely needful to take away their Lives, and 


no Law broken, fo that al! chae tl 
to, is, «certain (ign ofan ill-natur'd not a fin- 
fut Perfon. 


Qaeft. 6. Why do yom feem to ridicle your charitable T: 
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own Notions by contraditting your felves. an. to 
ae and We bes 1 Altes ee 
Anfw. We beg this Gentlemanspardon if 
our laftMerry Aalwer has any way con- 
duc'd co his uneafine(s ; fince we defign’d 
page Fg thac Nature. "Tis true we offer'd 
what che Learned have already {aid upon the 
Subject, to wit, That there # 4 difference jof 
com he ig but with fubmiffion we can’s 
chufe but believe it.a2 Merry Conceit, 
no more ;_all the Arguments that have tio 
offer’d prove it not ho more than that 44. 
tion is the Male of all Matter, which by Aion 
produces Heat: But.to give the reafon of 
our own Negative Conclufions ; there is 
no need of Male and Female without Com. 
munication, and if Trees Communicate, ir 
mutt be by the Fibres, or fome other near 
way 5 bur we are experimentally affur’d thar 
very great diftances have nothindred pro. 
ductions, befides we fhall have moft Trees 
to be all Male, or all Female, fince we can 
Name fevertal Species that no Effects can 
fhew any difference at all betwixt ‘em. 
Queft. 7. Your defign of expofing Atheifm 
is worthy and commendable; I {hall give you two 
Inftances to beinferted, if you pleafe inthe next 
Paper. My Mother's Eldeft Brother dy’d at my 
Father's Howfe at Tackleltone in Norfolk. He 
dreamt alittle before bis Death, that his Father 
was @ead, and buryd five Foor deep in Water, 
That which he dreame of bis Father befel bim- 
Self, for the Grave-maker had no fooner taken up 
4 Brickjn the Chancel, but the Water appear'd, 
and although my Father fet many hands to work 
ro empty the Grave, yet it could mot be done, but 
theywere forc’d tolay the Corps inta the Water ; 
and to add to the ftrangene/s-of the thing, there 
was never anyW ater before or fince foxnd either 
in the Church or Church-yard Graves 5 my Fae 
ther was Minifter of that place eleven years, and 
in the wetteft Seafons be never knew any appear. 
I thinkthe fecond more worthy your notice. The 
Minifter of Hendon near London, told my Fa- 
ther of a little Child in his Parifh, who when it 
was playing with his Companions, faid, I (hall die 
to Morrow and be put into che Pit-hole. 
The Child continued well till the next day, and 
then fell fick and dy’d. 
_ Anfo. —We fete already given our O- 
pinion of Inftances of this Nature. See our 


ormer Volumes. 

Queft. 7. Ihave to maintain’ my wicked Extravagances 
wrong'’d a ctrtais Perfon who is now diad both of Money and 
otber things, for which 1 being very fenfible of he beinonjnefs of 
iny Offence againft Almighty God, am refolr’d to the umoft 
my power to make a full and foeidy reftitution to the Widow 
the Dectafed, but the (bame of owning my felf guilty of Juche 
Fatt makes me wrwilling to put my Name to a Letter I(ball 


Send. wirh the Mony, Pray Gintitmin, your Opinion whether 


a te aa wont be fufficient wiebout difcovering who 
Anfw, We have in our former Volumes 
an Inftance almoft of the fame Nature to 
which we refer you, ‘only telling you id 
thore, thar Reftitution is always a @lacely 
I Where poffible, but'the Criminal 
is not Obliged-to expofe his fault : nally, 
fince Cuftomand the prejudices of the Age / 
will meet the greateft fincerity with an 1 
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